FINCA VIGIA,SAN FRANCISCO DE PAULA,CUBA
May 17, 1950

Dear Alberto - this morning when your letter arrived, Papa asked

me to tell you that last week he signed the contract and its
duplicate for the new novel, Across the er _and into the Trees,
and understood that lMr. Rice would be sending your copy to you soon.
But I believe there was some question about the original contract
because it gave you rights not only on the book but also on the
serialization. You see, the serislization rights were sold in

the U, 8, for a really enormous sum-~--the magazines in the U, 8.
being so rich they can afford to pay big money « And it may be that
Rice is delaying sending you the contract for the book because he

thinks serialization rights in Italy should bring in more money
that the contract proyided for, ﬂ Aosito thin W— by, 3
Anyhow 1 shall write Rice today asking him 'ﬂlhagJ 1

delaying the contract on the novel, and to send it to ou, or
at least to communicate with y' “oul sbout it. (.%uruﬂ_ Rae o Oeu.ﬂcf

NN o‘u‘t-.uataa-}o of. .
About the Short Stories, I think perhaps you m h:vg H
misunderstood about the time of their publication, which, so far,

is ' You know Papa is not a writer who

oduces a harvest every year like grapevines. He plans to make
a book of short stories, also including some poems., Seribners have
set it for the fall of 1951. But he is still truly exhsusted from
putting the finishing polish on the noyel. He mey not want to write
another, word except- gzimte rg to friends for another six monthg---
or, of course, he might write a s6ory next week. He has as yet
made no contract for the Short Stories with his New York or his
British or his Prench publishers. ' So ypu see, dear Alberto, there
o8; but, Pape says, you will

isn't any great hurry about the Stor ozl
Wl TH.

surely get them, Y' g Wy
If Papa decides to publish some of them in magazines,

or g magazine in the U.S., I promise I will let you know in plenty
of time for you to publish them in your new magazine simultaneously.
So, it will still be correct, as you told the Italian Press, that
the stories wilk be under the imprint of your firm. But perhaps
more later than sooner and probably in the fall of 1951.

,

I hope this helps a little and I shall write later
whatever news there is on the contracts and the stories,

Best wishes and love to Virginia and to you, and
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(mary hemingway)



